Location Profile: Nala Camp, Delhi

Nala Camp, Delhi Location Profile
Location details
Place
Population
Average Family size
Average salary
Profession of inhabitants

Nala Camp, Rangpuri, Near Mata Devi Mandir
1500-2000
5-6 members (3-4 kids per family)
Rs 10,000-12,000 per month
Most of the houses are occupied by families of labourers, drivers

Situated in a secluded area in the inner pockets of Rangpuri Area, Nala Camp is a neighbourhood with
up to 5000 people living in houses made of bricks, with narrow muddy paths between these houses.
This area was a barren land before people came in and set up houses here, and gradually turned it
into a neighbourhood.

Living Conditions
Each house has 1 room in addition to the main area, with only 2-3 houses having more than 1 room.
All the houses in the area have a television, mini fridge and a dedicated area for bathing. Though
public toilets have been built at a minute of walking distance from the area. But, despite the public
toilets being there, most of the people in the area defecate in the nearby fields, the main reason
being that these public toilets are often not clean and hygienic, or there are very few toilets compared
to the population and hence people find it more convenient to use the nearby fields. There is
extremely low awareness at present on how defecating in the open is harmful to overall health of
everyone in the area.

An inside look into one of the homes, consisting of
one room which has a TV, Fridge, Study Table, Bed
and Kitchen in the same space.

A separate section attached to every house which is
used for bathing and washing clothes only, it
doesn’t include a toilet.

The public toilets near the area. These are not used often
by the people since its often unhygienic and less in count
compared to the population.

These fields are used for open defecation instead of the public toilets. It seems to be unhygienic with the area
surrounded by garbage and it also being a breeding ground for pigs which are not looked after in terms of hygiene.

Basic Facilities: Water, Electricity
Borewell water is used for drinking by almost everyone in the area, some households use Bisleri for
drinking. Those majority of the houses where the borewell water is used for drinking, it is consumed
directly without purification or boiling, posing a health risk for children and adults both. Electricity
supply is constantly available in the area without any issues, however there are mobile network
connectivity issues which became a major hindrance when online classes were being conducted by
Lakshyam for these children. Cooking is done using LPG Cylinders purchased separately.
As per the survey conducted, more than half of the children drink water from taps without purification
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Food Supplies, Medicines, Doctor availability
There is no grocery store within the vicinity, people must travel 3-4 kms to nearby areas to get the
required supplies and medicines. There is a local doctor available who reside just across the vicinity,
who charge a minor fee and help the residents in case of any minor health issues. However, in case
of major health issues, there is no hospital nearby, considerable travel is involved along with

transportation issues to get to a hospital in Mahipalpur. Apart from this, there is a vehicle that comes
in every week on Thursdays that offers free health checkups and medicines for the sick among the
people living there.
Education
There is a Government School about 3-4 kms away from the area, which teaches students till class
5th. It gives uniforms, books and basic stationery to students without any charges. But the lack of
transport connectivity in the area would force children to walk for more than an hour just to reach
school. Plus, post class 5th, children have to change schools to another Government school that offers
education beyond class 5th but charges a fee for students to attend the same. These schools also offer
uniform, books and stationery either free of cost or at a nominal price. Lockdown and Covid has
caused most of these schools to close with no reopening signs till August 2021. In such a situation,
Lakshyam is helping to fill the gap by providing education to the children in this difficult period.
Overall, there is a positive sentiment about education among the people living here, most of the
parents understand the importance of education and want the best possible education for their
children so that they can lead a better life. This is why none of the children are involved in any kind
of labor work, they are only encouraged to study or play. This is a really positive aspect, especially
considering the for most of the children their parents haven’t completed their education till class
10th. Even the children in the area like to study and have individual dreams of achieving something.
As per the survey conducted, 90% of the children want to keep studying and like to study.
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Personal Hygiene
Barring the health issue in open defecation and the unawareness of this issue among the inhabitants,
there is a good sense of personal hygiene among the families. Most of the children have the habit of
washing their hands with soap before eating or after touching any dirty area or street animals. Adults
are mindful of making their children wear clean clothes, which is indicated by the fact that for
majority of the children, clothes are washed after wearing just once. Sanitizing hands is also a habit
among the children and adults. There is considerable discipline in other hygiene habits like brushing
teeth, bathing regularly, proper disposal of sanitary napkins.

